





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Case Study on a Teacher’s Cognitive Change through the Experience 
of Teaching Japanese as a Second Language at a Primary School
FURUKAWA Atsuko
Recently, Japanese language education to foreign children in schools has become a nationwide 
educational issue. To consider the further substantiality of Japanese language education, especially 
for foreign school children, it is important to clarify the teachers’ viewpoints towards language 
education, and to utilize the knowledge they acquired through their practice.
The purpose of this paper is to examine how cognitive change occurs in a teacher who was in 
charge of Japanese as a second language (JSL) class for the first time at a primary school. The 
teacher was interviewed twice, once in August 2013 and once in March 2014.The PAC (Personal 
Attitude Construct) Analysis was adopted for the interview analysis.
The objective was to clarify which point the teacher’s attitude toward teaching JSL changed 
during a one-year course. From the comparison of the results of two the interviews, two significant 
cognitive changes were shown: (1) The teacher came to recognize that it is important to 
understand foreign children’s backgrounds and their viewpoints. (2) The teacher became to value 
the importance of multi-language education for foreign children. Thus, the results indicated that 
the teacher’s cognition of the importance of the children’s first language and cultural backgrounds 
changed.
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